
 

Authorship 

The Editors of Systemist® consider that an author is a living person, who has actively contributed 
to the process of creating a submitted article. In the fields of Systemic research and practice,  
group collaboration and discussion will often be at the heart of authorship. It is recognized that it 
may not always be possible to define and describe discrete efforts by individual team members. In 
the interests of transparency, the Authors should include a contribution statement on the Title 
Page of the work, which makes clear the role played by each of them in production of the material 
to be submitted. 

It should be noted that the following would never be considered to be an author of a submitted 
piece:   

• Large Language Models (LLMs) such as ChatGP, or other virtual entities. Authorship carries 
with it accountability for the work, which cannot be effectively applied to LLMs or other virtual 
entities.  

• A person whose only contribution is to supervise, encourage or review the research or 
composition. Authors should provide an acknowledgement of any such assistance on the title 
page. 

Where LLMs have been used in preparing the work to be submitted, this should be properly 
documented in the Methods (or other suitable alternative part) of the manuscript. 

One author is assigned as Corresponding Author and acts on behalf of all co-authors and ensures 
that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately 
addressed.  

The Corresponding Author is responsible for the following requirements: 

• ensuring that all listed authors have approved the manuscript before submission, including 
the names and order of authors 

• managing all communication between the Journal and all co-authors, before and after 
publication* 

• providing transparency on re-use of material and mention any unpublished material (for 
example manuscripts in press) included in the manuscript in a cover letter to the Editor 

• making sure disclosures, declarations and transparency on data statements from all authors 
are included in the manuscript as appropriate (see above) 

• The corresponding author should be prepared to collect documentation of compliance with 
ethical standards and send if requested during peer review or after publication. 

 
* The requirement of managing all communication between the journal and all co-authors during 
submission and proofing may be delegated to a Contact or Submitting Author. In this case please 
make sure the Corresponding Author is clearly indicated in the manuscript. 

Authors are welcome to suggest suitable reviewers and/or request the exclusion of certain 
individuals when they submit their manuscripts. When suggesting reviewers, authors should make 
sure they are totally independent and not connected to the work in any way. It is strongly 
recommended to suggest a mix of reviewers from different countries and different institutions. 



When suggesting reviewers, the Corresponding Author must provide an institutional email address 
for each suggested reviewer, or, if this is not possible to include other means of verifying the 
identity such as a link to a personal homepage, a link to the publication record or a researcher or 
author ID in the submission letter. Please note that the Journal may not use the suggestions, but 
suggestions are appreciated and may help facilitate the peer review process. 


